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LIS.. που Mo ΤΟ ΨΥ OF selec C..u7RO 


BC TELSVIsION 


ΠΟ ERD: Mr. Castro, were the missiles pleced in Cuba because 
Khrushchev wanted them here or because you asked for then? 

In other words, in this situation where did the initictive lie? 

C.STRO: Tell her that I feel tn-t this isn't the right moment 
to make a detailed discussion of those nistoric events, 

nowever, she sust also understand that I am extremely interested 
that tnose details become known; but tell her the foilowing: 

iter a few days tne Scvict and Cuban governments reslised thet 
we had votake certain measures because of the lmainence of an invasion 
of the country that we felt urs going to ce carried cut. ..nd these 
méasures had to be borne of tie idea that we had to persuade the 
aggressors that an invasion of Cuba would lead to world i’car. 

.nd on the strength of that we then took the ce racto itasures -- 
we didn't just waste time with words -- to stop tne possipdility of 
aggression. From th-t point of view you can say thet it was 
Simultaneous actinn on the part of cotn governments. 

HGi.RD: Doctor Castro, icoking back on the October cris¢cs with 
nindsight, did you think it was wise to have permitted the missile 
to be placed on Cuban soil in tie first place? 

C.STRO: Tell her that locking vackwards and placing ourselves 
in the same circumstances, I understend tiat 16 was correct. 


HOLRD: Why? 
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C..5TRO: I had already tole you esrlicr tnat we start 
the need to take measures that would force the United states to 
desist from invading Cuba. 

The fact that aggression wis being prepared was borne cut later 
by no less than the Chairian of the counter-revolutionary council 
himself, and surely that would be the best proof. 

ΟΕ: What is the purpose of the Soviet troops that still 
remain on Cuban soil? Do you really feel that this large mliter: 
presence is necessary for the defense of the island? 

C.5T2O: Tell thew that if they call troops those technicians 
that are still in Cuba at the moment, that's a different thing. 

Tell her thet these experts and technicians arc here in our 
interest. We are having our rersonnel trained by them. 

I consider that in the present circumstances, and until we are 
truly and sincerely assured of a policy of scace towards us, we will 
need those technicians to train our nersonnel. 


WORD: are you telling me, Doctor Castro, that there sre no 


“oe 


Soviet troops and armaments on Cuban sci 
c.STRO: You call the.: soviet troops; we call them technicians. 
_oid they are training our troops. They are training our trocns. 
They are the instructors of our trocps. 
ποὺς RD: ona they are not Sovict troops themselves? 
C.STRO: Thez are Soviet technicians. I tnins that if we are 
attacked those technicians will fight with us against any aggressor. 
HOWL RD: No member of the Communist bloc can ignore the ever- 


widening ideological schism between Red China and soviet russia, with 
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ao Tse Tung's emphasis on war as a userul instrument cf national 
nolicy, and Mr. Khrushchev's conviction thie the toric mst aceveLup 
along lines of peaceful coexistence. 

..S between these two schools of thought where do you stand, sir? 

C..STRO: It is true that there are some differences between 
points of view of the Soviet leaders and the Chinese leaders. 

I do not believe that those differences are any deeper than those 
that exist, for example, vetween DeGaulle and Kennedy. I believe that 
there is no insoluble or absolute contradiction between the Soviet 
Union and Peoples Republic of China. wor do I believe, nor would I 
accept, that tne policy ot C:iina de a nolicy of war as a means of 
national instruments. 

vince we believe that, our position is to fight for the 
strengthening of, and the improvement of, relations between these two 
ereat countries of the Socialist camp. 

That is our :osition. 

ἄς It nas often been renorted that your ailiance with the 
Communists inside Cuba is a srecarious one. ..nd in January of 1962 
you cenounced the Cuban Communists for shunting aside the Fidelistas 


taking all the top ;osts themselves. 
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‘hat is the situation now tcdarr in Cuba between the Fidelistas 
ana the old line Communists? 

C..5TRO: Tell her that es the revolution advances the union of all 
the revolutionaries becoreés ereater and stronier. 

The criticisms that we leveled against the sectorisms tnat existed 
were intended 49 overcome and covrect certain wstrkes that divided us. 


Once we've overcore tices mistahes the univy among all 


hebel 


revolutionaries is tocay greeter tien ever before. 

I have heard in the United States mc) hrs been made of +he 
division between the 3sld and the voung co.minists. i can tell yeu 
that there is only a theory, not only a theory, it's an idea. It 
is not true. If anybody in the United States is trying, to colve our 
problem by rcostering this division it is a mistake to do so. ..nd you 
people of the United States think that they would understand «my 
English. If not, yes. 

HA@LRD: In an interview in Le ‘fonde, you criticized the leaders 
cf the Soviet satellite countries because of their total subservience 
to toscow. ..re you able to be any more independent when you are almost 
utterly dependent on iloscow for vour economic survivel? 

C.STRO: Tell her that I don't know whether she knows that when 


those interviews were published in Le .ionde I made a clarificaticn 


“ 
~e 


regenrding the fact thet I had granted no interview to the renortér cz 
Le lionde. 

There was an informal conversation at the home of the Director 
of Tne Revolucion, The Revolucion, the newspaper, end we dealt with 


many subjects. 


Sut many of the subjects were ciscussed without translators. 2. 


5 


the reporter did not Know Spanish too vell, and many of the subjects cre 


talked about apyeared in a very dit.crent way in the newsecper from tn 


fH: 


way we had spoken about them. That led to the misunderstanding. 
HO. RD: Then I shall repnrase my question. 


C.STRC: .wnd I rejected the interview as such. 


HOn2D: I say, I will rephrase my question, that question, and ask 
you do you teel that Cuba nas any chence cf bung inuepencent of “oscow 
when you are almost totally dependent on -+loscow for your ecionnmic 
survival? 

C.STRO: Tell her that as far as we are concerned the Soviet Unicn 
never put political conditions to her economic assistance. 

It is true that wo received, or that the assistance we received is 
eccnomic and comesprimarily from the Soviet Union, and we are exvremely 
gretcful for thet assistance. 

But that assistance has never been sent us with any conditions. 

Yet, you can tell her that in the United States they have cervsin 
slogans and cliches, certain ideas that they take almost as though 
they were axioms or truisms. 

Sut I believe that whet is teught in the United States and the 
way tuings are analyzed tnere will finally lead tnem to uncerstind 
exactly now Cuba is -cting. ‘We are using complete self-determination. 

HIiorD: Cuba now finds itself isolated in tiuls hemispnere. Τὸ 
is no longer cn speaking terms :ith most Latin ..rcrican countrics, 
victims of an economic blockade, and with all of your support cerning 
from six or seven thousand miles ἸῸΝ can vou, Doctor Castro, pessidly 
continue to exist as a viable economy in this isolated atmostnerse 

C..0tRO: It is true, it is entirely true. ‘le are the victims of 
a great economic blockade. “Je are the victims of a program of 


isolationism on the part of a powerful nation, but anyway, αἱ τσ with 


ran) 
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certain difficulties we nave still manaped to go ahead, aad τς 


that we will prc2recs. 
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HOLRD: Doctor Castro, since you assumed power nearly 300,000 
pcople have fled vhe island, and the recen* emigrants have beon 
doctors, lawyers, teachers, as well as workers. How do κὰ accoun. 
for this exodus, and the exodus that is still continuing? 

C.STRO: Tell her that her figures are somewhat exaggerated. Not 
that many have left the island. 

Nor is it true that they're were all rich and all poor people who 
left. The majority of them wire the higher and the middle-classes that 
lert the island. ..nc people who occupied high posts. 

But, further, from Cuba to the United States there was always a 

nd after the revolution, there was no limit. 
great emigration. That before the revolution there was a limit. / There 
wes no quota seb to the Cuban emi; ration to the United States. 

I ai convinced if the coors of otner Latin ..merican countries νυ: ΤῈ 
to be thrown omen for frec émig-ation to the United States surely more 
people would leave these countries for the United States than today 
leave Cuba for the United States. 

I'll give you an example. Puerto Rico. The United States has 
said thet there is a εοοῦ standard cf living, a good social and 
political system, and yet more than one million Pucrto Ricans have gone 
to the United States of ..merica. 

.nd if we're going to judges the systeia by the number of persons 
leaving, then the system i.. Pucrto itico is the worst of the lot cf then. 

HOW RD: But oerhaps I should heve phrased it cifferently. -iany 
of tue most recent emizrants -- and I saw many of tnem in οὐ ΠῚ -- 
were not people of moncy; many of them had originally been with the 


revolutionaries. ‘ould you explain that emigration? 
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C.STRO: Well, because there are some peonle who want to διῇς ταῦθ 
to the United States, secking a better sterdard of living. nd also, 
there are cases of persons, because of disapreement with the 
revolution, leave the island and go to foreign parts. 

But in many cases that is a mere pretext. The political pretext 
is adduced. ..nd the reason is an economic reason. 

Now, I can assure you that tnosc who have left, or rather tne 
earlier emgration was purely of the poor. This is part of the 
revolution. ..nd the emigration after the revolution is, on the whole, 
of the higher classes. 

wnen the revolution occurred in the United States, don't forget, 
many ..mericans left the United States and went to Canada. They did 
not want the ..icrican wa: of life, nor the indesendence of the United 
States. 

ΠΟ lid: Dr. Castro, the United States and other nations of the O6..5 
are extremely concerned over the exporting of your revolution to other 
nations in the nemsphere, the training of subversive -gents, the 
sending of subversive materiel throughout the hemisphcre, and in fact 
the San Jose (?) meetings are to stop the flow of men, uroparanda and 
arms to other nations of the nemisphcre from Cuba. 

“hy do you feel that at this carly and -nd difficult stage of your 
Gin development that it is nececsscry to export your revolution to other 
nations throug htout Latin ..mcrica? 

C.STRO: 1 thought that tnose countries were more concertruw τὸ ον 


exporting counterrevolution to Cuba, 
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Tell her that there is no proof that we have sent weanons or arms 
to other countries of Latin ..mcerica to st->rt revolutions. 

On the other hand, we have thousands os trocups κοῦ their weapons 
sent by the United States and other countries to Cuba intended to raise 
counterrevolution here in Cuba. That is the truth. 

Why do you always try to look at things from a different angle? 
What do we think? That revolutions cannot be exported is what we think. 
That revolutions can occur or they ao not occur. If conditions of an 
objective nature are conducive to the revolution then the revolution will 
take 3}lace in the country. 

Furthermore, there has to be an adequate cegree of politica 
awareness in the neople in order to carry out sucn a revolution. But 
you cannot export that. Hor can τι export counterrevolution. 

Now I wonder if a country feels thet it has the right to export 
counterrevolution what right nas thet country to deny to other countries 
equal rights to excort revolution? 

HOW.RD: ore you exvorting counterrevolution? The San Jose meeting 
pledged to stop the tlow of arms, men and some meteriel from Cuba that 
would be subversive to other nations. 

Now why should such a pledge be taken? ..re you exporting 
revolution or not? 

C.STRO: We cannot be cxporting somthing that is non-exportable. 

ΒΟ ΕΘ: So your answer is that you are not training men and you 


are not sending arms and materiel to other countrics to create 


revolution? 


C.STRO: There is onc thing. She sree of propaganda. That's 
one thing. We herve radio Stations. ‘le nave speeches of the 
revolutionary leaders aud the information Jron Cuba ace rene imowr alt 
over the world. 

Something similar occurs with the radio stations of Florida and 
other parts where pro: rams are broadcast and they submit and make known 
the coint of view of the United States. 

But when all is said and done we do not possess the resources οἵ 
the United States ,~overnment, nor do we have the training centers of 
the United States in order to compcte with the United States in 
training or Latin ..mericans. 

HOWIRD: But as a dedicated Marxist-Leninist don't you think itls 
imortant and necessany to exrort your evolution? Isn't that pert of 
the philosophy? 

C.STRO: ταῦ do you mean? Wheat I think is that the idea has to 
be defended. The idca itseir is what counts and what you co wit it. 

Now yous ideas ead the ideas of the United Statcs, your ideas ci 
freedom. didn't uany of them come from Dirope? 

HG@i:RD: There's a body of liberal opinion in tic United States 
which contends tnat you turned to Soviet Russia because you had ne 
alternative, because by 1960 the United States had closed its doors tc 
ou. «πὰ they believe that is the United States could have cecepted 
the expropriation with a pledge by you of course for compensation, iy 
would have remained with the “est, or at least neutral. 

re they correct? Or wes your revolution inevitetly going to tirn 


in this radical direction? 
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CLSTRO: Tell her that it is true that when they suspended the 
sugar quota of Cuba, when they closed the doors io trade betw2en Cuba 
and the United States, Cuba had no other alternative from the economic 
standpoint than to tighten its economic relations with the Soviet Union. 

She wants to know what would have happened if those measures hadn't 
been taken, if the United States had accepted the expropriation. ‘ell, 
I don't believe that you can say such a thing categorically. 

We cannot know exactly how events would have followed such a stand. 
But I do believe that relations would have been very different from 
what they are now and what they had been. 

She asks whether our revolution would have been a radical 
revolution. πὰ I believe it would have been. It was going to be a 
radical revolution. But naturally the hostility of the United States 
contributed to making our revolution more radical. 

ΠΕΡ: Then you're saying that in the very beginning you did not 
intend to break off relations with the Jaited States. Do you, in fact, 
ever intend to issue compensation for expropriated lands and 


businesses? 
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CASTRO: To whom? 

HOJARD: To the United States eompanies. 

CiSTRO: To the United States companies? Well, we have corpensated 
to many Cubans. We have compensated them and we havo ποῦ the reality of 
the American interests. 

Now, do they want to speak to us about it? If they do and if they 
wish te talk of compensation or indemnity, or if they want to name a 
commission for Cuba and the United States then we shall think about it. 

HGJARD: This is a question you are willing to discuss? 

CASTRO: Yes. 

HOWARD: Before your revolution suceeded, Dr. Castro, you often spoke 
of that revolution and the aims of the revolution in terms of liberty and 
freedom. You pledged elections within eighteen months, and you pledged 
to uphold the rights of opposition parties during the transitional stage. 
put there have been no free elections and there are no opposition varties, 

Why, ii. Prime Minister, did you create a revolution that was so 
completely different than the one you promised? 

CASTRO: Tell her that we made a revolution that has meant freedom for 
the exploited peoples who had no schools, no hospitals, that had no ercloy- 
ment or jobs, that had no land; and not a revolution of freedom for the 
exploiters and the priveleged. 

We promised agrarian reforms. We have carried it out. ‘Wepromised en 
urban reform, and we have put thvough our promises. We promised to wipe out 
illiteracy, and we have fulfilled that promise. 

HOWARD: What about free elections? What about opposition partiss? 
Because that was a part of your pledge too. 


CaSTRO: In your point of view that is the only way to freedom. We are 
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trying to--- 


HOWARD: I'm quoting you. Those were your words in tne Sierra Maestra 
where you said there would be elections in eiehteen tonths, onposi*ion 
parties during the period of your state. [I'm repoating your words, not 
mine. 

CASTRO: But the situation has changed. The situation changed because 
since the beginning we have been under conditions of war against us. Not 
a normal situation. 

find the situation of a revolution, if you analyze the history of all 
the revolutions -- French revolution, the Soviet revolution -- 811 the 
revolutions in thé history, you can see that the situation changed very much, 
And new conditions appeared. 

In Cuba while we were doing the revolution new situation appeared. ZL 
think we have walked long distance, long distance in the revolution, and 
your ideas about freedom, are not the only ideas that exist. 

HOWARD: Do you intend to have free elections and an opposition perty 
and a free press? 

CASTRO: Not in the bourgeois concept cf electicns. “'e have a revolution- 
ary concept, find 1 believe that for thos: caught up in the democratic 
institutions they can't really live in the heart of exploitetion. 

Democracy cannot exist surrounded by exploitation. Ignorance and want 
van. You have first to liquidate the other in order to allow true ccnditions 
of freedom to exist. 

“Me don't have the same blueprint as you do. 

HOWARD: ‘Basically I was wondering cid it inevitabjJ+ have to fo τ the 


Girection with the communist bloc? If the situation had been different κι 


«t+ 
wy 


a particular point might you have not gone -- might vou have not gone wi 
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Soviet Russia? 

CASTRO: well, I think taat the radicalization :akes us to seek the 
friendship of the Soviet Unioi. It was our own nscessi*y that lad us te 
it. «and it forced us to improve our relations with the Sovi-t Union. 

Anyway, we believed and we felt that our country shouli anloy relations 
with all countries, both political, diplomatic and trade relations. 

enly 

The attitude of the United States toward us was that we can, enjoy a 
single type cf relation; and we fundamentally disagreed with it. 

ΠΟΤΕ: There has been a preat deal of conjecture regardiz:z when you 
became ἃ e dmmunist. 

In 1960, as late as 1960 you were still saving that you were not a 
communist and that vou felt that communism vinlated basic freedoms. 


Mt :ς 1 


Then on December 2nd οἵ 1961 vou declared that you were a MNa:xist - 


«ἁ. 


Leninist. ‘Why and raen did you change yeu, sine about communism? 

@ASTRO: Tell ner that the ideas cf iiar>x have had a great influence all 
over the world, including among men, states: en and politicians +h 
call themselves communists mor 18 

ΣΑΙ of the ideas have been accept-1. f received the first oicture of 
Marx --ς 

αν: No, sir. Ny suestion was atv or. Castro changed his mind. 

Why he changed his mind 200ut communism? 

CnSsTRO: Tell her that from the time when I was a .vadent I heean to ra 
the textbooks cf Marx ana could see ἃ real interest in his ideas; 2ithourh at 
the time I was not as yet a cormunist. 

I did have growing couvictions of the -«dvantages οὐ the socialis* syster 


as against the capitalist system, ind in mr mind there was 2 process of 


development of the idea, And was most conscious it was the revolution itself, 
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the experiences τὸ gathered during the revo: tion, and especially that 
that we learned from the United States of f-serica. How a capitalist and 
powerful country seeks a weak and underdevelnned countrr, ἐπ hw 5 
socialist corntry, on the other hand, behaved towvarc us. 

HOWARD: Dr. Castro, do vou feel there is any basis for a return to 
normal relations with the United States and Cuba with you as Prime Minister? 
And do you desire such a rapprochement? 

CASTRO: I think it is possible the United States government wish it. 
In that case we would he agreed to seek and to find the basis. 

HOARD: What conditions? 

CASTRO: It is not only our matter. I 15 the fine points. 

For example, the conditions are to be discussed. But I have not 
studied the possiblity, but I think that as a basis the point that Cuba 
established when the crisis was clear. 

But I think that something has been advranced. The United States has 
given some steps in tha way of peace, and I have looked at the steps with 
good eyes. 

HOJBRD: Do you think right now with the exchange of your ordsoners 
and our prisoners who were down here in Cupa that we've reached 2 stage 
of agreement, of a rapprochement? 

CASTRO: It is possible if we can us2 it, ir the United States «arts 


is ἃ vay of diminishing 
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it, it is the beginning of a better relation. 
tensicn. 

Such as the other steps the Unitec S.ates has piven regarding the 
piracy and the attacks against Cuba are also steps. 

I believe that they are wise and intellirenu steps because the enenies 


Warrnn Soy 
of Gastro want to corner him and they want to throw him into a busiress of 
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war in the case of Cuba. 

HOARD: If the United States is willing to end the blockade in ex- 
change for a withdrawal of all Soviet troops, or shatev2r you cail them, 
technicians, and armaments from Cuban soil, und an enu co the exvortire 
of your your revolution from here to other nations of the hemisphere would 
you be willing to agree to these two things? 

CASTRO: Tell her that I have already answred her regarding the export 
of the revolution. 

I also spoke of the question of the technicians. I believe in all these 
problems, these problems that refer to the technicians, are of interest to us, 
to the Soviet Union and to the United *tates of America. ἐμὰ they can be 
discussed. “ie could discuss it among the three of-us. 

4ONARD: Are you anxious to δὲ down and talk to Xennecy? 

CASTRO: I don't think it is good. The United States wants to discuss 
it with the Soviet Union without us. To discuss without us, with the Sovéet 
Jnion without Cuba, is wrong. The cest thing is that we discuss the metter 
among the three of us. 

ΟΊ ΞΡ: Then you would Like to sit down and talk to President “«nnedy? 

CASTRO: The answer is I do not ‘mow one thing ebout that what resi- 
dent «Kennedy thinks. 

ΠΟΙ: In other words, you must know -- Mr. Prime Minister, do ‘ou 
think that some day in the future it tight be possible for vou to “trer a 


an 


neutral course, to become the Tito of the Caribbean? 
ASTRO: Our idea is not neutralism. Rut when there is peace amcng all 
peoples, whe.. there are no blocs, then there will be no neutralism, erd that 


is our ideal. 
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I do not believe in turning to any Tit’ of the Caribbean. 

HOWARD: Mr. Prime Minister, if you could live over again the last 
five years would you do things differently? 

CASTRO: I think we have now more experience. It is possible that we 
could do better, But I think with the same intentions. 

Somebody asked Mr. Benjamin Franklin something like that. He said he 
would live again how he had lived; and that is my answer. 

HOWARD: Thank you very much. Just very quickly, what might you do 
differently? 

CASTRO: Very quickly it's not possible to answer. 

HOWARD: Thank you, sir. 

CASTRO: I hope you'll be satisfied. 


No, very rapidly you can't discuss these things. 


